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It is with great pleasure that we present to you the 2006-2007
edition of the University of Toronto Medical Journal
(UTMJ).  We are deeply honoured and grateful to have
been given the opportunity to be a part of the great history
of this medical student publication.  This academic year, our
vision is to continue the time-honoured tradition of our
predecessors, while reinvigorating the Journal in order to
usher it into a new era fitting for the rapidly evolving world
of modern medicine.  This issue marks the introduction of
a newly designed logo, as well as a revitalized layout.
Moreover, together with the editorial staff, we have com-
piled a myriad of fascinating news, views, clinical, feature,
and research articles that will interest both the first-year
novice and the seasoned medical expert.

The striking image on the cover designed by Biomedical
Communications student, Sherry Lai depicts an HIV virion
descending upon planet Earth. With the lessons learned
from AIDS 2006: XVI International AIDS Conference held
in Toronto during the month of August still reverberating
clearly in our minds, it was only natural for us to choose
“The Global Impact of HIV/AIDS” as the theme for this
issue.  The gravity of this devastating disease not only mani-
fests itself as an international phenomenon, but a medical
and human condition that greatly affects us all.  In our
Feature piece in the International Health section, four
University of Toronto medical students describe their expe-
riences at AIDS 2006, and detail the ways in which medical
students can involve themselves in the fight against
HIV/AIDS. Furthermore, in our News section, Weathermon
explores the evidence for and against circumcision and HIV
transmission, while Kalaichandran investigates the applica-
bility of the Directly-Observed Treatment Short-Course
(DOTS) strategy used in tuberculosis towards the treatment
for AIDS.

Also in this issue is a stimulating investigation into the effi-
cacy of acupuncture by Tanuseputro et al. in the Feature
article on Complementary and Alternative Medicine.  In the
Feature article on Medical Education, you will find an
informative interview with Deans Whiteside and Rosenfield,
together with the current and past presidents of the Medical
Society concerning the expansion of medical education into
the University of Toronto at Mississauga.

Last but not least, we would like to take this opportunity to
express our gratitude to our patrons, without whose contin-
ued support, we would be unable to carry on the lasting
legacy of academic and literary excellence of the Journal.

We truly hope that you will enjoy reading this issue of the
UTMJ. 

Your Sincerely,

Justine Chan and Janice Kwan
Editors-in-Chief

Preface

Welcome to the New UTMJ
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